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Sample Patent Language 
 
 
For Profit-Making Sponsors: 
 
Patent Rights 
 

a) All rights to inventions or discoveries arising from research conducted under this Agreement shall 
belong to UNIVERSITY and shall be disposed of in accordance with UNIVERSITY policy. To the 
extent that SPONSOR pays all direct and indirect costs of the research project, including an amount 
equivalent to a pro-rata share of the Principal Investigator's salary, and to the extent UNIVERSITY is 
legally able to do so, SPONSOR shall be given a right of first refusal to negotiate an exclusive, royalty-
bearing license to any patentable invention or discovery conceived and first actually reduced to 
practice during the course of the research project. Said license shall contain reasonable terms and 
shall require diligent performance by SPONSOR for the timely commercial development and early 
marketing of such inventions or discoveries. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, 
the right of publication on the part of UNIVERSITY personnel shall not be affected by any license to 
any patentable or non-patentable inventions or discoveries. 

 
Disclosure 
 

b) UNIVERSITY shall promptly disclose to SPONSOR in writing and marked "Confidential" any 
inventions or discoveries arising under this Agreement, and SPONSOR shall advise the UNIVERSITY 
in writing within thirty (30) days of disclosure to SPONSOR whether or not it wishes to secure a 
commercial license. If SPONSOR elects not to secure such license, rights to the inventions or 
discoveries disclosed hereunder shall be disposed of in accordance with UNIVERSITY policies, with 
no further obligation to SPONSOR. 

 
For Non-Profit Sponsors 
 

Any discovery conceived or reduced to practice in the course of research carried out under this award 
shall be the property of the University and shall be disposed of in accordance with University policies, 
provided, however, that the University shall seek patent protection thereon and make such discovery 
available for commercial licensing upon reasonable terms and conditions. In the event the University 
elects not to seek patent protection on such discovery, and to the extent that the University has the 
legal right to do so, the University agrees to assign all rights to such discovery to the Foundation upon 
request. 
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